
WHY PILL TESTING DOESN’T WORK

Australia’s drug policy since 1985 has been called ‘harm minimization.’  It relies heavily on ‘harm reduc-
tion’ approaches to drug use where drug use is made ‘safer’ (so they say) while not necessarily trying to 
get rid of drug use.  Harm reduction approaches include needle and syringe programs, opiate maintenance 
programs, heroin on prescription and injecting rooms.  But when the world’s most authoritative reviews of 
these interventions are considered, all fail to demonstrate effectiveness.  Pill testing is another harm  
reduction approach.

On the following 2 pages is a Drug Free Australia summary of pill testing arguments and why they are false 
or in one case, only partly true.  Beside each explanation is a page number from Drug Free Australia’s de-
tailed pill testing document for Australian Parliamentarians  where a much fuller explanation can be found. 
You will do well to look at this comprehensive evidence more closely because it is not good at all for pill 
testing.
 
	   
 

https://www.drugfree.org.au/images/pdf-files/homepagepdf/PillTesting_paper-evidenceforStateandTerritoryParliaments.pdf
https://www.drugfree.org.au/images/pdf-files/homepagepdf/PillTesting_paper-evidenceforStateandTerritoryParliaments.pdf







