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Episode 9 – Cannabis and violence/homicide
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Introduction

• Reaction to DFA Parliamentary Inquiry testimony 

https://menshealth.com.au/drug-free-australia-says-cannabis-turns-
violence-and-aggression-into-homicide/ 

https://menshealth.com.au/drug-free-australia-says-cannabis-turns-violence-and-aggression-into-homicide/
https://menshealth.com.au/drug-free-australia-says-cannabis-turns-violence-and-aggression-into-homicide/
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Introduction

• “Pondering Pot” issues website challenge

“But really, potential cannabis harms include violence and 
aggression which escalate into homicide? It’s unlikely any rational 
person in this world thinks of cannabis this way. Except for Gary 
Christian of course.

“To Gary Christian – if you can provide one documented source 
where cannabis use, and only cannabis use, has directly caused 
someone to murder one of their friends or family, we’ll shut down 
this website and join your cause – helping Australia become drug 
free (including alcohol, coffee, pain killers, opioids, and tobacco).”

https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australia-
says-cannabis-turns-violence-and-aggression-into-homicide/ 

https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australia-says-cannabis-turns-violence-and-aggression-into-homicide/
https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australia-says-cannabis-turns-violence-and-aggression-into-homicide/
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Introduction

• Drug Free Australia’s reply

“My response is a simple SBS report on the Raina Thaiday murder of 8 
children – 7 her own plus her 
niece https://www.sbs.com.au/news/queensland-mother-who-killed-
eight-children-deemed-unfit-for-trial. The psychiatrist clearly puts the 
murder down to cannabis-induced psychosis/schizophrenia and that is 
what the court concluded. Also https://www.sbs.com.au/news/why-
cairns-mum-raina-killed-her-kids

I think that is all you asked for so I would like, seriously, to invite you to 
join us at Drug Free Australia in our work of informing Parliamentarians 
about the many harms of cannabis. If you are as good as your word we 
can use someone with an eye for detail and evidence.

https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australias-gary-
christian-responds-cannabis-still-leads-to-violence-and-homicide/ 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/queensland-mother-who-killed-eight-children-deemed-unfit-for-trial
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/queensland-mother-who-killed-eight-children-deemed-unfit-for-trial
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/why-cairns-mum-raina-killed-her-kids
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/why-cairns-mum-raina-killed-her-kids
https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australias-gary-christian-responds-cannabis-still-leads-to-violence-and-homicide/
https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australias-gary-christian-responds-cannabis-still-leads-to-violence-and-homicide/
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Suitable evidence

• What kind of evidence is required?

https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australias-gary-
christian-responds-cannabis-still-leads-to-violence-and-homicide/ 

“But I can give you a lot more. It just 
happens that the Thaiday murder is 
the opening story in Alex Berenson’s 
book Tell Your Children where he 
documents dozens of court records, 
newspaper reports of court records, 
and journal studies showing the link 
between cannabis induced psychosis 
and schizophrenia and violence and 
homicide.”

https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australias-gary-christian-responds-cannabis-still-leads-to-violence-and-homicide/
https://www.cannaus.com.au/national/drug-free-australias-gary-christian-responds-cannabis-still-leads-to-violence-and-homicide/
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The science

• Domestic violence
• a mass of anecdotal evidence from women’s refuges

• The science is just as clear 

“Findings demonstrated that marijuana use was positively and 
significantly associated with psychological, physical, and sexual IPV 
(Intimate Partner Violence) perpetration, even after controlling for 
alcohol use and problems, antisocial personality symptoms, and 
relationship satisfaction. Moreover, marijuana use and alcohol use and 
problems interacted to predict sexual IPV, such that marijuana use was 
associated with sexual IPV at high, but not low, levels of alcohol use and 
problems. These findings lend additional support to the body of research 
demonstrating that marijuana use is positively associated with IPV 

perpetration in a variety of samples.”

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5663469/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5663469/
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The science

• Youth violence

“Conclusions: These results demonstrate a moderate 
association between cannabis use and physical violence, which 
remained significant regardless of study design and adjustment 
for confounding factors (i.e., socioeconomic factors, other 
substance use). Cannabis use in this population is a risk factor 
for violence. “

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32456503/ 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32456503/
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The science

• Confirming the causality of cannabis for 
psychoses

“CONCLUSION 12-1 There is substantial evidence of a 
statistical association between cannabis use and the 
development of schizophrenia or other psychoses, with 
the highest risk among the most frequent users.”

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK423845/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK423845/
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The science

• Homicide

“The risk for homicide was increased in individuals with 
psychosis (with and without comorbid substance abuse) 
compared with general population controls . . . .”

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2718581
/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2718581/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2718581/


Click to edit Master text styles

Conjecture

• Mass shootings

https://us13.campaign-
archive.com/?u=f2c25276aed981ad138be872e&id=eec519f766 

https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=f2c25276aed981ad138be872e&id=eec519f766
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=f2c25276aed981ad138be872e&id=eec519f766
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Next episode

• More detail in future episodes:
• Cannabis and cancer

• Cannabis and birth defects

• Cannabidiol (CBD), cancer and birth defects

• Cannabis and pain

• Cannabis and driving

• Hemp and psychoactive metabolites

• Cannabis and psychosis

• Cannabis and violence/homicide

• Cannabis and suicide

• Cannabis – its other harms
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