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Cannabidiol (CBD)

• The wonder drug touted to cure most everything

“Whatever you might know about CBD, there’s a good chance you 
don’t know these five facts. Keep reading to learn what they are, they 
might just surprise you. 

“1. It’s One Of The Fastest-Growing Industries In History: You can buy 
pharmaceutical grade CBD oil in stores and at several online providers 
all over the country. This massive spread of CBD products is due to the 
incredible demand for CBD and CBD-based products; causing the 
industry to become one of the fastest-growing in history.” 

https://www.we-heart.com/2020/04/13/five-things-you-
didnt-know-about-cbd/ 

https://penguincbd.com/products/cbd-oil
https://penguincbd.com/products/cbd-oil
https://www.charlottesweb.com/all-charlottes-web-hemp-cbd-supplements
https://www.we-heart.com/2020/04/13/five-things-you-didnt-know-about-cbd/
https://www.we-heart.com/2020/04/13/five-things-you-didnt-know-about-cbd/
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US population

• Results for cancer types
• cigarettes     14

• alcohol use disorder   9

• Cannabis constituents (cannabinoids)
• THC     9

• Cannabidiol (CBD)    12

• Cannabichromene    6

• Cannabinol    9

• Cannabigerol    7 

• Cannabis causal in 27 cancers in all in the US data
https://archpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186
/s13690-022-00811-8 

https://archpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13690-022-00811-8
https://archpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13690-022-00811-8
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US population

• Results for birth defects
• tobacco     11

• alcohol     5

• Cannabis constituents (cannabinoids)
• THC     40

• Cannabidiol (CBD)    8

• Cannabis causal in 45 of 62 birth defects in all in 
the US data

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8767720/pdf/12887
_2021_Article_2996.pdf 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8767720/pdf/12887_2021_Article_2996.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8767720/pdf/12887_2021_Article_2996.pdf
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A leading cause

• From world authority on cannabis-caused disease

• Cannabidiol is a known chromosomal clastogen, epigenotoxin and 

mitochondrial toxin and was linked to the 29% surge in Colorado 

birth defects, led by cardiovascular defects, just as in Canada; and 

the pattern of rise of Downs syndrome, anotia and absent arms in 

Alaska and Oregon; and parts of France after it was added to the 

food supply; or the emergence of new cannabis-related  defects 

like atrial septal defect in Colorado, Alaska, Oregon, Kentucky and 

Hawaii.  (unpublished by Reece and Hulse – June 2019 – to NEJM “Response to Cohen and 

Sharfstein: Opportunity of Cannabidiol - Reforming Cannabinoid Education” [on request from DFA 

website])

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31293213
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31288542
https://www.nbdpn.org/ar.php
https://www.nbdpn.org/ar.php
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Autism

“Data demonstrate clear evidence of association between alcohol, 
tobacco, Δ9-THC and cannabidiol with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
incidence.”

“Our demonstration that autism rates relate closely and robustly 
to population exposures to cannabidiol is interesting and 
provocative . . . “

file:///C:/Users/gxian/Downloads/epidemiological-associations-of-
various-substances-and-multiple-cannabinoids-with-autism-in-
usa.pdf 

file:///C:/Users/gxian/Downloads/epidemiological-associations-of-various-substances-and-multiple-cannabinoids-with-autism-in-usa.pdf
file:///C:/Users/gxian/Downloads/epidemiological-associations-of-various-substances-and-multiple-cannabinoids-with-autism-in-usa.pdf
file:///C:/Users/gxian/Downloads/epidemiological-associations-of-various-substances-and-multiple-cannabinoids-with-autism-in-usa.pdf
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Metabolises to THC

• Cannabidiol, when metabolised, transforms to THC
• FDA-listed Adverse Reactions for CBD include THC-like 

symptoms such as suicidal ideation, depression and anxiety.  
This is the ‘tell’.

• Even admitted by Hemp Connoisseur magazine 
“Could anomalies in results have resulted from the way gastric juices break 
down CBD within the human body? In a 2016 study published in Cannabis and 
Cannabinoid Research, by John Merrick and associates, it was noted that, “In 
recent epilepsy research, pediatric subjects receiving orally administered CBD 
showed a relatively high incidence of adverse events (≤44%), with somnolence 
(≤21%) and fatigue (≤17%) among the most common.”4 This led the 
researchers to more closely investigate the accepted premise that CBD is non-
psychoactive. They came to the conclusion that, “Gastric fluid without enzymes 
converts CBD into the psychoactive components Δ9-THC and Δ8-THC, which 
suggests that the oral route of administration may increase the potential for 
psychomimetic adverse effects from CBD.” 

https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/fda/fdaDrugXsl.cfm?setid
=8bf27097-4870-43fb-94f0-f3d0871d1eec&type=display 

https://hcmagazine.com/does-cbd-convert-to-thc-when-ingested-
the-findings-from-one-study-conclude-it-is-possible/ 

https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/fda/fdaDrugXsl.cfm?setid=8bf27097-4870-43fb-94f0-f3d0871d1eec&type=display
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/fda/fdaDrugXsl.cfm?setid=8bf27097-4870-43fb-94f0-f3d0871d1eec&type=display
https://hcmagazine.com/does-cbd-convert-to-thc-when-ingested-the-findings-from-one-study-conclude-it-is-possible/
https://hcmagazine.com/does-cbd-convert-to-thc-when-ingested-the-findings-from-one-study-conclude-it-is-possible/
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Hemp contains THC

• THC is the psychoactive cannabinoid that 
intoxicates a user and moreso linked to psychosis
• Hemp CBD preparations still contain some THC which 

accumulate to dangerous levels:
“Using what I call “Farm Bill Math”, the definition for hemp in the 2018 Farm Bill allows for 3 

milligrams (mg) of THC per gram (same as 1,000 milligrams) by product weight. At face value, this 

may not seem like a big deal, until one realizes the weight of many food products that we and our 

children consume. For example, a bag of Tostitos Corn Chips specifies that one serving size is 7 chips, 

which has a listed weigh of 28 grams. Thus, each chip would weigh about 4 grams (28 grams 

divided by 7 chips). Assuming that these chips could be made from hemp seed flour, one chip could 

legally contain up to 12 mg of THC (4 grams X 3 mg/gram). Also consider the 28 grams serving size, 

or 7 chips, noted on the Tostitos bag. This serving size could contain up to 84 mg of THC (28 grams X 

3 mg THC/gram)! Corn chips also contain very little moisture in the form of water (low dry weight); 

it is only about 1% to 2.5%, so likely hemp-based chips would be very similar. 

It is important to keep in mind that in Colorado, a product that contains THC is limited to 10 mg per 

serving for public health and safety reasons. Therefore, in Colorado, only one hemp-based corn chip 

(containing 0.3% THC by dry weight) would be roughly equivalent to the legal serving size of THC.”
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Regulatory bodies

• This evidence given to the Australian TGA in 2020

• they made CBD commercially available nevertheless

https://www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/public-submissions-
scheduling-matters-referred-acms-31-and-joint-acms-accs-25-
meetings-held-june-2020-dfa-01.pdf 

https://www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/public-submissions-scheduling-matters-referred-acms-31-and-joint-acms-accs-25-meetings-held-june-2020-dfa-01.pdf
https://www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/public-submissions-scheduling-matters-referred-acms-31-and-joint-acms-accs-25-meetings-held-june-2020-dfa-01.pdf
https://www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/public-submissions-scheduling-matters-referred-acms-31-and-joint-acms-accs-25-meetings-held-june-2020-dfa-01.pdf
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Media

When in June 2023 the Australian Legalise Cannabis party put up 
legislation in three States to legalise cannabis for recreational use, 
Australian media would have beaten down the doors of 
organisations such as Drug Free Australia for comment.  There 
were zero requests for comment.

Drug Free Australia’s media release that same day, which outlined 
the science on the newly verified harms of cannabis and sent via 
MediaNet to 550+ mainstream media outlets was never published 
by even one mainstream media outlet.
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Next episode

• More detail in future episodes:
• Cannabis and cancer

• Cannabis and birth defects

• Cannabidiol (CBD), cancer and birth defects

• Cannabis and pain

• Cannabis and driving

• Hemp and psychoactive metabolites

• Cannabis and psychosis

• Cannabis and violence/homicide

• Cannabis and suicide

• Cannabis – its other harms
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