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Cannabis boom

• Medicinal cannabis – 1 million prescriptions in Oz

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/landline/2023-08-
27/cannabis-boom:-australians-embrace-pharmaceutical/102782024 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/landline/2023-08-27/cannabis-boom:-australians-embrace-pharmaceutical/102782024
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/landline/2023-08-27/cannabis-boom:-australians-embrace-pharmaceutical/102782024
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The science

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/
fullarticle/2799017 

• Placebo response very high in cannabis studies

“The unusually high attention and engagement linked to 
cannabinoid pain trials was independent of the clinical results 
and may uphold high expectations and placebo responses in 
future trials. In particular, we found that news articles and 
blogs had a strong positive bias toward the efficacy of 
cannabinoids in pain therapy. The positive
media attention on cannabinoids for pain relief could partly 
explain the placebo responses seen in this systematic review.”

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2799017
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2799017
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Affects work

• Employers concerned about cannabis intoxication

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/aug/26/this-is-a-medicine-
the-australians-prescribed-cannabis-but-left-fighting-to-keep-their-jobs 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/aug/26/this-is-a-medicine-the-australians-prescribed-cannabis-but-left-fighting-to-keep-their-jobs
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/aug/26/this-is-a-medicine-the-australians-prescribed-cannabis-but-left-fighting-to-keep-their-jobs
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Affects driving

• Cannabis lobby seeking legislative change to allow  
driving for medicinal cannabis patients

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2023-08-26/chronic-illness-
sufferers-push-for-cannabis-driving-reform/102756426 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2023-08-26/chronic-illness-sufferers-push-for-cannabis-driving-reform/102756426
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2023-08-26/chronic-illness-sufferers-push-for-cannabis-driving-reform/102756426
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Claim

• Lobbyists claim that studies showing intoxicated 
cannabis users causing more road deaths are wrong

• This Parliamentary submission states:

“Crash Risk. Epidemiological studies show that the presence of THC in blood is 
associated with a modest increase in the risk of being involved in any crash (crash 
risk), and in being responsible for that crash (culpability risk). The elevation in risk is 
modest (odds ratio [OR]: 1.1–1.4) when a range of potentially confounding factors 
are controlled for (e.g., the presence of other drugs, the fact that recreational 
cannabis users are likely to be younger and more prone to risky behaviour). The 
overall increase in risk in is considerably less than that seen with other prescription 
drugs for which driving is legal in patients (e.g. opioids (ORs: 1.7–2.3), 
benzodiazepines (ORs: 1.2–2.3)) and a 0.05% blood alcohol concentration (BAC) (ORs: 
1.4–1.8).”

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/78665/070%20
Lambert%20Initiative%20for%20Cannabinoid%20Therapeutics.pdf 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/78665/070%20Lambert%20Initiative%20for%20Cannabinoid%20Therapeutics.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/78665/070%20Lambert%20Initiative%20for%20Cannabinoid%20Therapeutics.pdf
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Hotheads?

Three graphs from Colarado’s cannabis legalisation

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8672945/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8672945/
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Fact

• 62% of Australians in 2020 using cannabis for 
‘chronic pain’ (CBD does not need prescription)
• another 12% for other pain conditions – migraines etc

• so 3 in every 4 patients using cannabis for pain

Australian prescriptions 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjB96zLyLb6AhUn7TgGHSIfAE8QFnoECAMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tga.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ffoi-2013-01.xlsx&usg=AOvVaw2NHi9CSHiGOoeo6U3thBRG
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The science

• Cannabis and alcohol have an additive effect

“Cannabis-alcohol SDLP (lane weaving) effects were 
additive rather than synergistic, with 5μg/L 
THC+0.05g/210L alcohol showing similar SDLP to 
0.08g/210L alcohol alone. Only alcohol increased lateral 
acceleration and the less-sensitive lane departures/min 
parameters. OF effectively documented cannabis exposure, 
although with greater THC concentration variability than 
paired blood samples.” 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26144593/ 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26144593/
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The science

• Cannabis and other drugs – synergistic effect

https://americanaddictioncenters.org/marijuana-rehab/mixing-
weed-opioids

https://americanaddictioncenters.org/marijuana-rehab/mixing-weed-opioids
https://americanaddictioncenters.org/marijuana-rehab/mixing-weed-opioids
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Conclusion

• Lobbyists want medical cannabis users to legally 
drive

• 3 in every 4 medical cannabis users treat pain

• 62% use it for chronic pain

• because cannabis does little for chronic pain, they will 
need to be using cannabis with other drugs like opiates

• the synergistic effects of cannabis and opiates is 
incompatible with driving safety 

• and this is true for the majority of Australians using 
medical cannabis



Click to edit Master text styles

Next episode

• More detail in future episodes:
• Cannabis and cancer

• Cannabis and birth defects

• Cannabidiol (CBD), cancer and birth defects

• Cannabis and pain

• Cannabis and driving

• Hemp and psychoactive metabolites

• Cannabis and psychosis

• Cannabis and violence/homicide

• Cannabis and suicide

• Cannabis – its other harms
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