


Sydney

In 2010 NSW Parliament turned the 2001 injecting 
room trial permanent

• What evidence was used?

• HANSARD-1323879322-61879.pdf



Sydney

• The facility has constantly peddled the same 
misinformation

https://www.uniting.org/content/dam/uniting/documents/community-
impact/uniting-msic/Get-to-know-our-story.pdf 

https://www.uniting.org/content/dam/uniting/documents/community-impact/uniting-msic/Get-to-know-our-story.pdf
https://www.uniting.org/content/dam/uniting/documents/community-impact/uniting-msic/Get-to-know-our-story.pdf


Sydney

The truth:

https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/EvalRep4SMSIC.pdf 

https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/EvalRep4SMSIC.pdf


NSW reductions

• Evaluation 4 - p 26

https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/EvalRep4SMSIC.pdf 

https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/EvalRep4SMSIC.pdf


Close to Sydney facility

Compare Kings Cross (pink) with Darlinghurst next 
door (blue) – p 27

https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/EvalRep4SMSIC.pdf 

https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/EvalRep4SMSIC.pdf


Sydney

It can’t be the injecting room

• ambulance callout reductions greater when it was 
closed

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20148794/
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Kings Cross NSW Darlinghurst

Reductions in ambulance callouts caused by 
heroin drought - injecting room closed
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Kings Cross NSW Darlinghurst

Reductions in ambulance callouts caused 
by heroin drought - injecting room hours

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20148794/


Cause?

• Displacement

• changed 2001 policing sent users into a frenzy

• Sniffer dog policing commenced operations 3 
weeks after the injecting room opened - see 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Hansard/Pages/HansardResult.aspx#/docid/HANSARD-1323879322-25542/link/11
https://web.archive.org/web/20120630003925/http://www.zdnet.com.au/update-

drug-sniffer-dog-alert-site-strains-under-pressure-120265435.htm

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Hansard/Pages/HansardResult.aspx#/docid/HANSARD-1323879322-25542/link/11
http://www.zdnet.com/meet-the-team/
https://web.archive.org/web/20120630003925/http:/www.zdnet.com.au/update-drug-sniffer-dog-alert-site-strains-under-pressure-120265435.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20120630003925/http:/www.zdnet.com.au/update-drug-sniffer-dog-alert-site-strains-under-pressure-120265435.htm


Cause?

LIQUOR ACT 2007 - SCHEDULE 2 (austlii.edu.au)

https://druginfo.sl.nsw.gov.au/drugs/drugs-and-law/police-powers

http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/la2007107/sch2.html
https://druginfo.sl.nsw.gov.au/drugs/drugs-and-law/police-powers


Displacement

• The gurus of the 2001 policing displacement effect

• Authors of the 2007 injecting room study

https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/EvalRep4SMSIC.pdf 

https://www.popcenter.org/sites/default/files/Responses/police_crackdowns/
PDFs/Maher&Dixon2001.pdf 

https://www.kirby.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/EvalRep4SMSIC.pdf
https://www.popcenter.org/sites/default/files/Responses/police_crackdowns/PDFs/Maher&Dixon2001.pdf
https://www.popcenter.org/sites/default/files/Responses/police_crackdowns/PDFs/Maher&Dixon2001.pdf


Melbourne

Melbourne – no mention of police crackdowns – p xi

• “There has been a reduction in ambulance attendances involving 
naloxone in the vicinity of the facility during opening hours. 
Ambulance attendances involving naloxone have reduced by 25 per 
cent within 1 km of the MSIR since it opened. This decline was 
greater for attendances during MSIR opening hours, with the 
number reducing by 36 per cent. Frequent users of the MSIR trial 
have had fewer ambulance attendances involving naloxone since 
the MSIR opened. The MSIR has called an ambulance in only 30 of 
the 2,657 overdoses responded to in the MSIR.”

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf


Melbourne

https://www.newcastleherald.com.au/story/5838300/vic-police-
blitz-targets-drug-traffickers/ 

https://www.newcastleherald.com.au/story/5838300/vic-police-blitz-targets-drug-traffickers/
https://www.newcastleherald.com.au/story/5838300/vic-police-blitz-targets-drug-traffickers/


Melbourne

https://www.9news.com.au/national/police-arrest-nearly-200-drug-traffickers-
richmond-melbourne/1c10ede9-e49c-4e39-9ed8-28a0008a831c

https://www.9news.com.au/national/police-arrest-nearly-200-drug-traffickers-richmond-melbourne/1c10ede9-e49c-4e39-9ed8-28a0008a831c
https://www.9news.com.au/national/police-arrest-nearly-200-drug-traffickers-richmond-melbourne/1c10ede9-e49c-4e39-9ed8-28a0008a831c


Melbourne

Melbourne – no mention of police crackdowns – p xi

• “There has been a reduction in ambulance attendances involving 
naloxone in the vicinity of the facility during opening hours. 
Ambulance attendances involving naloxone have reduced by 25 per 
cent within 1 km of the MSIR since it opened. This decline was 
greater for attendances during MSIR opening hours, with the 
number reducing by 36 per cent. Frequent users of the MSIR trial 
have had fewer ambulance attendances involving naloxone since 
the MSIR opened. The MSIR has called an ambulance in only 30 of 
the 2,657 overdoses responded to in the MSIR.”

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf


Irony

Melbourne’s total heroin injections – p x

Total injections – 112,831

Street rate of overdose

• One overdose for every 4,380 injections – see Episode 1

Expected ambulance callouts

• 112,831 injections/4,380 = 26 ambulance overdose callouts

BUT

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf


Scorecard

• Government-ordered objectives

1. save lives (episode 1& 2) multiple $$millions to save a single life
2. reduce public nuisance (episode 3) Fail
3. referral to treatment/rehab (episode 4) Fail
4. reduce blood-borne viruses (episode 5) Fail
5. reduce ambulance callouts (episode 6) Fail



The Injecting 
Rooms Scam

in the words of their government 
evaluators

7. Misleading the public
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