


Vancouver

Episode 3 – Injecting Rooms scam series

• In 2011 the evaluators claimed a 35% reduction in 
overdose deaths close to Insite

• ruled out any displacement effect from movement
of dealers, users and discarded needles away from
the area around Insite due to radically changed 
policing

• a displacement effect they measured in a 2004 
journal study vehemently condemning the police

• yet in 2011 they denied any knowledge of the
policing changes



Displacement

What was the effect of the changed policing?

A funded study examined the impact. From its Abstract.

“In April 2003 the Vancouver Police Department embarked on a large-scale 
enforcement operation aimed at illicit drug users (IDUs) in the city's Downtown 
Eastside (DTES). The stated goals of the “crackdown” involved “disrupting the 
open drug market and interrupting the cycle of crime and drug use that marks 
the streets of the Downtown Eastside.”

“Several measures indicated displacement of injection drug use from the area
of the crackdown into adjacent areas of the city . . .”

Who authored this study?

Evan Wood, Thomas Kerr, Julio S.G. Montaner (amongst others)

https://www.cmaj.ca/content/170/10/1551.full

https://www.cmaj.ca/content/170/10/1551.full


Displacement

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(10)62353-7/fulltext

• 35% reduction in deaths near Insite

Who 
authored 
this study?

Evan Wood, 
Thomas 
Kerr, Julio 
S.G.
Montaner 
(amongst 
others)

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(10)62353-7/fulltext


Vancouver

Vancouver evaluators:

• Two options
• really bad memory - inept

• perpetrating a fraud



Vancouver

How did Vancouver get such evaluators?



Vancouver

It all becomes clear:

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11531048/ 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11531048/


Vancouver

It all becomes clear:

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC99345/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC99345/


Melbourne

Evaluators – p 4

• Margaret Hamilton - Chair

• Alex Cockram

• John Ryan

• Ken Lay

• Ruth Vine

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf


Melbourne

Harm Reduction International

https://www.hri.global/files/2019/02/05/global-state-harm-reduction-2018.pdf 

https://www.hri.global/files/2019/02/05/global-state-harm-reduction-2018.pdf


Melbourne

Harm Reduction Australia

https://web.archive.org/web/20180407082324/http:/www.harmreduction
australia.org.au/people/advocates/ 

https://web.archive.org/web/20180407082324/http:/www.harmreductionaustralia.org.au/people/advocates/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180407082324/http:/www.harmreductionaustralia.org.au/people/advocates/


Melbourne

Penington Institute – p 10

https://www.penington.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Penington-
Institute-Annual-Review-2018.pdf 

https://www.penington.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Penington-Institute-Annual-Review-2018.pdf
https://www.penington.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Penington-Institute-Annual-Review-2018.pdf


Melbourne

https://amp.smh.com.au/national/victoria/we-probably-werent-brave-enough-on-
injecting-rooms-says-victorias-former-police-chief-ken-lay-20170722-gxgn84.html 

https://amp.smh.com.au/national/victoria/we-probably-werent-brave-enough-on-injecting-rooms-says-victorias-former-police-chief-ken-lay-20170722-gxgn84.html
https://amp.smh.com.au/national/victoria/we-probably-werent-brave-enough-on-injecting-rooms-says-victorias-former-police-chief-ken-lay-20170722-gxgn84.html


Sydney

2003 evaluators

• Richard Mattick

• Helen Lapsley

• John Kaldor

• Don Weatherburn

• Andrew Wilson

https://www.drugsandalcohol.ie/5706/1/MSIC_final_evaluation_report.pdf

https://www.drugsandalcohol.ie/5706/1/MSIC_final_evaluation_report.pdf


Sydney

2003 evaluators



Sydney

2003 evaluators



Sydney

2003 evaluators



Sydney

2003 evaluators



Sydney

NDARC

https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/ndarc/resources
/NDARC%2B2000%2BANNUAL%2BREPORT.pdf 

https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/ndarc/resources/NDARC%2B2000%2BANNUAL%2BREPORT.pdf
https://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/ndarc/resources/NDARC%2B2000%2BANNUAL%2BREPORT.pdf


Sydney

Don Weatherburn

https://web.archive.org/web/20040622080428/http://www.sydneymsic.com/
dsummitoutcome1.htm 

https://web.archive.org/web/20040622080428/http://www.sydneymsic.com/dsummitoutcome1.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20040622080428/http://www.sydneymsic.com/dsummitoutcome1.htm


Claim – ‘independent’

Sydney

Melbourne

Vancouver

https://www.uniting.org/community-impact/uniting-medically-
supervised-injecting-centre--msic/history-of-uniting-msic 

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/files
/collections/research-and-reports/r/review-of-the-medically-
supervised-injecting-room-june-2020.pdf 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3492113/ 

https://www.uniting.org/community-impact/uniting-medically-supervised-injecting-centre--msic/history-of-uniting-msic
https://www.uniting.org/community-impact/uniting-medically-supervised-injecting-centre--msic/history-of-uniting-msic
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/files/collections/research-and-reports/r/review-of-the-medically-supervised-injecting-room-june-2020.pdf
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/files/collections/research-and-reports/r/review-of-the-medically-supervised-injecting-room-june-2020.pdf
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/files/collections/research-and-reports/r/review-of-the-medically-supervised-injecting-room-june-2020.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3492113/
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