
Drug decriminalisation –
exposing the mis/disinformation

Increased drug use elsewhere



• Other countries’ attitudes to illicit drug use likely 
to be similar to Australia’s  

Less drugs, not more

https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/77dbea6e-f071-495c-
b71e-3a632237269d/aihw-phe-
270.pdf?v=20230605184325&inline=true 
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• Cannabis decriminalisation - USA

Oregon - 18-29 year olds

• Oregon decriminalised cannabis in 1973

• After 12 months cannabis use by 18 - 29 year olds was up 12% (use for all US States 
slightly decreased in 1973)

California - 18-29 year olds

• California decriminalised cannabis on January 1, 1975

• After 10 months cannabis use by 18 - 29 year olds was up 15% (all US states increased 
less than 1%)

11 US States - all ages

• By 1978 11 US States decriminalised cannabis, with increased use of 8%

Beginnings

Cuskey, Berger, Richardson, The effect of marijuana 

decriminalization on drug use patterns – CDP 7(4) 491-532



Comparison

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Parental-
Influences-on-Adolescent-Marijuana-Use-and-Kandel-
Griesler/46afde866d28a098c1f305df4b5b08d424b3ba85

Compare with all US States & success of Just Say No
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• Cannabis decriminalisation in Australia – SA & ACT 

Beginnings

https://www.aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-
05/marijuana-in-australia-patterns-and-attitudes.pdf 

https://www.aic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/marijuana-in-australia-patterns-and-attitudes.pdf
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• Cannabis decriminalisation - UK

Beginnings

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-
families/health-news/cannabis-an-apology-5332409.html

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/cannabis-an-apology-5332409.html
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• Decriminalised 2001

Portugal



• California decriminalised all drug use in 2015
• From the centrist Forbes magazine:

• “California is home to some of the world’s toughest environmental and public health laws, 
but skyrocketing homelessness has created an environmental and public health disaster. 
The 44,000 people living, eating, and defecating on the streets of L.A. have brought rats 
and medieval diseases including typhus. Garbage is everywhere. Experts fear the return of 
cholera and leprosy.”

• “According to Bales and other experts, California made homelessness worse by making 
perfect housing the enemy of good housing, by liberalizing drug laws, and by opposing 
mandatory treatment for mental illness and drug addiction.”

• “Homelessness experts and advocates disagree. “I’ve rarely seen a normal able-bodied 
able-minded non-drug-using homeless person who’s just down on their luck,” L.A. street 
doctor Susan Partovi told me. “Of the thousands of people I’ve worked with over 16 years, 
it’s like one or two people a year.  And they’re the easiest to deal with.” Rev. Bales agrees. 
“One hundred percent of the people on the streets are mentally impacted, on drugs, or 
both,” he said.”

• “Most of the time what people mean by the homelessness problem is really a drug 
problem and a mental illness problem.”

California

https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelshellenberger/2019
/09/12/why-california-keeps-making-homelessness-
worse/?sh=5dabdaaf5a61 
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• So many leaving, California will lose seat in 
Congress 

• “California will lose one seat in Congress for the first time in 
state history, while Texas and Florida are among the states 
that will see their representation increase, according to 
population data released by the U.S. Census Bureau on 
Monday that give the first glimpse of the coming decade’s 
congressional landscape.”

California

https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2021-04-26/census-
data-redistricting-delay 
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• Decriminalisation blamed for 341% increase in 
opioid deaths

• “In 2019, 280 people died of a drug overdose in Oregon. Fatalities rose every 
year after, more than tripling by 2022, when 956 died. And last year, even 
more people died, according to preliminary data. Each month the number 
has been higher than the previous year, reaching 628 in June. The state is still 
compiling data for 2023, but if the trends continue, the total would reach 
1,250 deaths from an overdose.”

Oregon

https://www.opb.org/article/2024/01/28/data-show-overdoses-
deaths-rising-in-oregon/ 
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• 56% of Oregon residents want repeal of 
decriminalisation

Oregon

https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2023/08/oregon-
voters-souring-on-measure-110-with-many-in-favor-of-a-
complete-repeal-new-poll-find.html 

https://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2023/09/losing-population-more-people-left-state-oregon-than/ 
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• In this series
• The truth about Portugal

• Increased drug use elsewhere

• Fact-checking the Uniting Church’s position
• part 1

• part 2

• part 3 

• Why decriminalisation fails

• Whose agenda is it?

• More successful alternatives

Next episode
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